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 September 18 and 25 -  A Science-Religion Potpourri - presented by Bruce Yaeger
Sept. 18:  Mini-Myths in Science Books 
Sept. 25:  Can Nature Be a Guide to Goodness?

A recent Pew Research survey revealed that religious people are actually less likely to 
see science and religion as being in conflict than are non-religious people.  But some 
issues still fly under the radar of the general media.
This pair of separate classes will examine in turn two such problems, one practical, the 
other philosophical.  The first class will explain some overlooked but significant myths 
about the history that contribute to the larger myth that science and Christianity have 
frequently been in conflict.  The second class will explore the question of whether nature 
-- which we come to know more and more through science -- can be a guide for 
morality.
                                   ******************************
Bruce Yaeger , the author of the recently published book Wrestling Brothers: Rethinking 
Religion-Science Relationships, has been a teacher and lecturer for thirty years, having 
taught at diverse churches and the Foundation for Contemporary Theology.

Detail of Angel Mosaic in Crypt at Musee Pasteur by Auguste Guilbert-Martin

https://bruceyaeger.blogspot.com/
https://bruceyaeger.blogspot.com/


October 2 - Christian Ethics and  Practices in the Business and Legal World 
– presented by Keith Fletcher from Simmons and Fletcher Law Firm

 How are Christians supposed to conduct themselves in the business world? I would 
suggest that you look no farther than 2 sources:  1) The Bible, and 2) The Texas Lawyers 
Creed.  The Bible is our roadmap and guidebook for better living. It has been forged 
through hard experiences, divine revelation and intervention, and many human failures , 
mistakes and triumphs.
      The Texas Lawyers Creed was adopted by the State Bar of Texas in 1989. It reminds 
and encourages lawyers to be ”civil-ized” in all their dealings:  with the public; with 
their clients; with other attorneys; and with judges. It contains directives to act with 
civility, courtesy, fairness, and good faith. The Creed tells lawyers that it’s OK to 
disagree without being disagreeable.
      But how does one practice their faith in this increasingly secular world? How do we, 
the lawyers and staff at Simmons and Fletcher , The Christian Trial Lawyers, practice 
our faith at the same time that we practice law? How can a businessman or 
businesswoman do the same? Join us on October 2, and find out. 

                            ******************************************
 Keith Fletcher is a founding member of Simmons and Fletcher, a Houston Law firm 
that advertizes itself as  Christian Trial Lawyers.  Keith Fletcher graduated from 
Houston Baptist University and Baylor Law School. He has been practicing Personal 
Injury Trial Law since 1979, and is Board Certified in that field.  Mr. Fletcher is a 
Ruling Elder in the P.C.U.S.A., and has taught adult bible studies for several decades, 
including the Movies That Matter class at Grace Presbyterian Church. 



October 9 – Landslide Lyndon? : The 1964 Presidential Elections and the 
Realignment of American Political Values – Presented by Dr. Nancy Beck Young
                     
Why does a presidential contest that produced an unsurprising result with a landslide 
victory remain important a half century after it occurred? Answering that question 
requires a bit of the back story about the winner: Lyndon B. Johnson. In 1948, Johnson 
earned the sobriquet “Landslide Lyndon” when he won election to the U.S. Senate by a 
mere 87 questionable votes. The ironies of the nickname encapsulate the core argument 
of this book: Johnson won the 1964 contest by a numeric landslide that in reality was 
anything but. Beneath the surface of Johnson’s vote totals existed a chaotic body politic 
unsure of its future direction. Despite his record as the best legislative tactician to serve 
as president, Johnson never fully appreciated the shifting sands of national electoral 
politics, a problem that becomes clear when Democratic Party complacency with 
midcentury liberalism is juxtaposed against the bourgeoning conservatism of the late 
twentieth century Republican Party. This failure, and the results of the 1964 contest, are 
both causes and consequences of the social and political transformations of the 1960s.

                          ***************************************
Nancy Beck Young is a historian of twentieth-century American Political Development. 
Her research questions how ideology has shaped public policy and political institutions.  
Her work involves study of Congress, the presidency, electoral politics, and first ladies. 
Dr. Young is also interested in Texas political history, especially Texans in Washington.

She has a contract with the University Press of Kansas to write “Landslide Lyndon?  The 
1964 Presidential Election and the Realignment of American Political Values.”  Dr. 
Young is also developing another book project, tentatively entitled “The Transformation 
of American Politics: From Lyndon B. Johnson to George W. Bush.” This synthetic, 
analytical work mixes oral history, archival research, and digital history methodologies 
to evaluate how and why Texans in Washington inordinately influenced national politics 
from the middle of the twentieth century to the present.  



 October 16 - Living the Legacy: The Family of Leo and Marie Sprinz Schlamme 
 – presented by Judy Myers 
Judy Myers tells the story of her mother Ruth Schnitzer and her uncle Otto Schlamme.  
Ruth and Otto's parents, Leo and Marie Schlamme, raised their children to be proud 
Germans of the Jewish faith.  For the Schlammes, the two identities were not 
incompatible.  All that changed when Hitler came to power in 1933.  Judy tells her 
mother's story from letters Ruth wrote when she was able to escape the threat of Nazi 
oppression by being sent to live with a family in New York under the auspices of the 
German Jewish Children's Aid.  

                  ********************************************     
Judy Myers serves as a docent at Holocaust Museum Houston and is the child of 
grandparents, mother and uncle who are survivors of the Holocaust.

 Judy Myers' uncle Otto and her mother Ruth Schlamme (fourth and fifth children on the 
right) with their cousin Norbert Schmidek and two non-Jewish friends going to music 
lessons in Wurzburg, Germany 1932. 



October 23 - English Reformation: The 'Book of Martyrs' 
– Presented by Dr. Deborah Burks (Ph. D. Rutgers University)

John Foxe's 'Actes and Monuments (the so-called 'Book of Martyrs') sought to preserve 
and publicize a documentary history of the heresy trials of Protestants during the reigns 
of Henry VIII and Mary I. It was second only to the English Bible in impact as 
reformers made their case for vernacular scripture and liturgy, for clerical marriage, for 
reformed understandings of the sacraments, and for a rejection of the authority of the 
Pope.  This session will introduce the work and its role in the English Reformation. 

                                   *********************************
Deb Burks was Associate Professor of English at Ohio State University, where her 
teaching and research focused on sixteenth- and seventeenth-century drama, poetry, 
Reformation texts, and women's writing.  She has published a book, _Horrid Spectacle_, 
on theater and religious propaganda in the period.

Page de garde de la premiere edition en Anglais, 1563



October 30 -  The Ministry of the Medical Benevolence Fund in Africa - 
Presented by Jack Muthui

For over 50 years MBF has been an independent non-profit organization working in 
partnership with individuals and churches throughout the U.S. To equip Presbyterian 
partners in developing countries to proclaim the gospel through medical ministry.  

                         ********************************************

Jack Muthui lives in Nairobi, Kenya and is responsible for overseeing relationships with 
Medical Benevolence Fund  partners in Africa - mainly in Kenya, Malawi, and DR 
Congo.  



November 6 – Nostra Aetate (Latin: In Our Time) – Celebrating Fifty Years of 
Positive and Affirming Relations Between Jews and Catholics  – Presented by 
Garland Pohl

This document containing some of the few NEW teachings of the Catholic Church 
proclaimed at Vatican Council II, was an initial broad philosophical statement. 
Documents followed at intervals with directives and guidelines on preaching, teaching, 
the Shoah,etc. Additionally, Nostra Aetate spoke favorably of and encouraged relations 
with other non-Christian religions: Islam, Hinduism and Buddhism. Though proclaimed 
by Pope Paul VI, it was the gift of his predecessor, Pope John XXIII, convenor of the 
Council.

          *************************************************
Garland Debner Pohl - Houstonian, graduate of University of St. 
Thomas, religious educator, former ecumenical officer of the 
Archdiocese of Galveston-Houston, served six years as president of the 
National Association of Diocesan Ecumenical Officers, served as 
president of the board of Houston Metropolitan Ministries (predecessor 
of Interfaith Ministries of Greater Houston) and has been on the board of directors of 
Holocaust Museum Houston ever since its inception.

 
Pope Francis with Rabbi Riccardo Di Segni during his first visit to a synagogue as pope



November 13 -  Gender Justice in Islam  -  Presented by Dr. Zahra N. Jamal, 
Associate Director at Rice University's Boniuk Institute

Islam is often seen today as a religion that subordinates, oppresses,
and discriminates against women. However, Muslims themselves often
argue that the "real" Islam liberates, lauds, and protects women.
Muslims and non-Muslims are reaching different conclusions on this
issue. Some reject Islam altogether, others reject the way that the
Quran, the Muslim Holy Book, has been interpreted, while still others
embrace the traditional role of women articulated in earlier
interpretations of the Quran. In these discussions, the question of
gender equality in Islam is central, and specific practices like
veiling and polygamy are the subject of debate as examples of gender
(in)equality. In this class, we will learn about gender equality in
Islam, as articulated in the Quran, and as interpreted by various
people, including feminist scholars, religious leaders (imams), and
"everyday" Muslims in a range of contexts, from the US to Egypt to
Iran.
                             ******************************************
Dr. Zahra Jamal is Associate Director at Boniuk Institute for Religious Tolerance at Rice 
University. She has taught at Harvard, MIT, University of Chicago, Michigan State 
University (MSU), and Palmer Trinity. She founded and directed the Civil Islam 
Initiative at University of Chicago and the Central Asia and International Development 
Initiative at MSU. As well, Dr. Jamal served as Assistant Director of the Center for the 
Study of American Muslims at the DC-based think tank, The Institute for Social Policy 
and Understanding. She has consulted for the UN, State Department, Aga Khan 
Development Network, Swiss Development Cooperation, and Aspen Institute. Dr. Jamal 
received her Ph.D. in Social Anthropology and Middle Eastern Studies from Harvard, 
and double B.A. in Slavic Studies and Middle Eastern and Islamic Studies from Rice 
University.



November 20  Ghost Ranch – Presented by Debra Hepler, Executive Director of 
Ghost Ranch 

Debra Hepler will be presenting information about the national Presbyterian Church 
ministry of Ghost Ranch.
Ghost Ranch is a national education and retreat center of the Presbyterian Church USA 
located on 21,000 acres in the high desert of northern New Mexico, 65 miles north of 
Santa Fe. There are 300 workshops a year in religious studies, clergy renewal, peace and 
justice, art, paleontology and archeology, music, writing, photography, outdoor 
adventure, community outreach, college-accredited courses, family and youth programs. 
Individuals, families and groups can also visit at any time of the year for any length of 
time. The rich history includes Native American and Spanish explorer settlements, 
dinosaur fossils, the homes of artist Georgia O’Keeffe and businessman Robert Wood 
Johnson and guests including Charles Lindbergh, Clark Gable, Ansel Adams and Robert 
Oppenheimer, as well as film actors from the numerous movies set at the Ranch.
                                   ***************************************
Ms. Hepler has over 35 years of administrative management of nonprofit corporations in 
Virginia, Pennsylvania and currently in New Mexico, as well as international medical 
administrative mission work in Malawi, Central Africa and in Sudan. She has a 
bachelor’s degree in Business and Economics, with minors in Anthropology and 
English, and a master’s degree in Business Administration.
Debra has been the Executive Director of Ghost Ranch in Abiquiu, NM since April 
2008. She is a ruling elder in the Presbyterian Church (USA) and has served on 
numerous Sessions and Presbytery Councils and Committees, as well as community 
Boards.
She is married to retired Presbyterian pastor Jim Hepler and has two daughters who live 
in Baltimore, MD and Charleston, SC and 4 grandchildren.
For more information, see www.ghostranch.org. 

http://www.ghostranch.org/


Advent  

November 27 – The Organ and Its Longtime Patron, the Church – Presented by Dr. 
Matthew Dirst

The organ's long association with Christianity, now in its second millennium, began 
around 1000 A.D.  Its various incarnations – from portable instruments used in 
processions to grandly decorated behemoths – make for a fascinating story of changing 
tastes and distinct culture.  For fans of the St. Philip Fritts organ especially, this class 
will provide insight into its design and tonal capabilities. 

                     *****************************************
Dr. Matthew Dirst, the first American to win major international prizes in both organ and 
harpsichord, Matthew is also Professor of Music at the Moores School of Music, Univ. 
of Houston, where he teaches courses in music history and performance practice, and 
Artistic Director of the Grammy-nominated early music ensemble Ars Lyrica Houston.   
His degrees include a PhD in musicology from Stanford Univ. and degrees in organ and 
sacred music from the Univ. of Illinois and Southern Methodist Univ.  A Fulbright 
scholar to France, he received the coveted prix de virtuosite in both organ and 
harpsichord.  
The author of numerous articles on the music of Bach and its reception, Matthew is the 
author of Engaging Bach: The Keyboard Legacy from Marpurg to Mendelssohn. 

Master of the Saint Bartholomew – Saint Cecilia playing the organ



December 4 - Lessons and Carols – Presented by Dr. Randall Swanson

     Explore some of the history of the traditional Anglican service of Lessons and Carols, 
with particular attention to Advent Lessons and Carols as we will celebrated here at St. 
Philip on Sunday morning, December 11.
          

 *****************************************
Dr. Randall Swanson received degrees in organ and church music from Lawrence Univ. 
in Appleton, Wisconsin (Bachelor of Music, cum laude), the Univ. of North Texas in 
Denton (Master of Music), and Northwestern Univ. in Evanston, Illinois (Doctor of 
Music). 

Randall served Presbyterian, Lutheran, Catholic, and Episcopal churches in Wisconsin, 
Chicago, and Virginia, including Holy Name Cathedral and Saint Clement Church in 
Chicago (where his annual productions of  Handel's complete Messiah with period 
instruments were highlights of the Chicago concert season for over two decades), and 
historic Trinity Church, 1746, in Staunton, Virginia, during which time he also served as 
Executive Director of the Oratorio Society of Virginia.  

Randall has trained and conducted choirs for services and concerts in many of the great 
monuments of Christendom, including St. Peter's Basilica in Rome, St. Mark's Bascilica 
in Venice, Notre Dame Cathedral in Paris, Chartres Cathedral, and St. Sernin Bascilica 
in Toulouse for the Toulouse les Orgue Festival International.  His CD recording as 
conductor of Mozart's Requiem was released world-wide on the Amadis label and hear 
in the critically acclaimed film Happiness, and he is featured as the organist on The Last 
Song of Summer, a CD of music for organ and cello.  Randall's CD and concert 
recordings have been featured on public radio and classical music stations including 
American Public Media Pipedreams programs.  



December 11  - Decorative Arts at Mo-Ranch : Monterey Furniture, San Jose Tiles 
and Ornamental Ironwork by Erich Riesel -  Presented by Mickey Meyers

How did the Mexican Revolution (1910 – 1920) come to be a powerful influence on the 
decorative arts at Mo-Ranch?  Explore the story of the Monterey furniture and its 
inspiration from the “talkie” movie “In Old Arizona”, the San Jose tile from Mission San 
Jose in San Antonio, and the ironwork by the German emigrant artist Erich Riesel – 
commissioned by Dan Moran for Mo-Ranch.

                          *******************************************

Mickey McGall Meyers has been an admirer of Mo-Ranch decorative arts since 1949. 

https://www.moranch.org/



December 18 – Film Study: “Inside Out” - presented by Kate Burkart

Who sits at the controls of your emotional life? Anger? Disgust? Sadness? Fear? 
Joy?

Eleven-year-old Riley is finding it hard to move to San Francisco with her folks. 
Her emotions don’t all agree on how best to adjust, and Riley is finding herself 
in danger of losing her sense of her old self—her identity.

Drawing on the science of memory and how our brains process emotion, Pixar 
uses its trademark charm and creativity to present profound truths about our 
need to value all our emotions. Called by Sojourners “the best Pixar film,” 
Inside Out is a beautifully wise work about how to become a mature human 
being. (Hint: There are no shortcuts.)

Watch www.saintphilip.net for some questions to consider that will help guide 
you in your experience of the story. Then visit your preferred video rental 
source and watch the film with your full attention within a week of our study.

             ***************************************************************

Kate Burkart minored in film at Penn State and has been leading film/media 
studies at St. Philip since 2002. She looks forward to hearing your thoughts – 
and hearing how your emotions felt about Inside Out!

Members of all adult church school classes are welcome.

December 25 (Christmas Sunday)

file:///Users/themick/Documents/www.saintphilip.net



